
SECOND GRADE ELA KNOWLEDGE-BASED UNITS

Theme Unit #9: Animals, People, and the Environment Suggested Duration 3-4 weeks

GSE Standards

Priority Standards

ELAGSE2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.

ELAGSE2RI3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

ELAGSE2RI4 Determine the meanings of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.

ELAGSE2RI5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.

ELAGSE1W2 Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
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Essential Questions

Literal—

Where do plants, animals, and people get the food and
water they need?

What does it mean to be eco-friendly?

Inferential—

How do living things change their environment while
getting what they need to survive?

How can people protect the environment?

Evaluative -

Which group has the biggest impact on their
environment--plants, animals, or people?

What is the easiest way to minimize your own impact on the
environment?

Tier I Words (conversational) Tier II Words (transdisciplinary) Tier III Words (content-specific)

parts, area, steps, move, grow, change cycle, interdependent, survive pollinate

Science of Reading Strategies

Berger Framework for Comprehension: Template

Berger Framework with Instructional Notes

Comprehension Strategy

Use Expository Text Wheel strategy from Florida Center for
Reading Research to guide identification of main ideas and
details for books and passages in this unit. This would
make a great interactive hall display if students analyze
different passages, books, or chapters within a book.

Vocabulary Strategy

Use the Word Connections strategy from Florida Center for
Reading Research using the provided list as well as key terms
from this unit such as:
leaf, flower, hoof
root, feather, stem
litter, water, soil

Assessments

Formative Assessment(s):

Description: It All Depends

1. Provide students with an Interdependence graphic organizer and have them select three elements of an ecosystem from one of the texts in this unit (e.g., people, cows, grass)
2. Students should write and draw ways in which each element is dependent on the other two based on evidence in the text.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vcrKR719laEh0VKevGyLkEMFbBQn_yzcFcbPPgIq3Jc/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16pbm6daCM7lGluAoRngQpfffu0lk-u1ffPOQSFhGigk/edit?usp=sharing
http://fcrr.fsu.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_comprehension/k1_expository_text_structure.pdf/k1_c016_expository_text_wheel.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
http://fcrr.fsu.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/student_center_activities/k1_vocabulary/k1_word_structure_word_analysis/k1_v020_word_connections.pdf
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8
https://fcrr.org/student-center-activities/kindergarten-and-first-grade#sca8


Standards:
ELAGSE2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
ELAGSE2RI3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.

Summative Assessment(s):

Description: 2nd Animals, People, Environment Planner Summative

Standards:
ELAGSE2RI2 Identify the main topic of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the text.
ELAGSE2RI3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
ELAGSE2RI4 Determine the meanings of words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area.
ELAGSE2RI5 Know and use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in a text efficiently.

Writing Task and Rubric:

Description: What If?

1. Have students use the Interdependence graphic organizer they completed as a Formative Assessment to respond to the following prompt: What would happen if one of the
elements that depend on each other got damaged or disappeared?

2. Provide students with an Information Writing Checklist to guide their work and score final products using an Information Writing Rubric.

Standards:
ELAGSE2RI3 Describe the connection between a series of historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or steps in technical procedures in a text.
ELAGSE1W2 Write informative/ explanatory texts in which they name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, and provide some sense of closure.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/11sNaJfZz8bBO1uqEzadfuAjwA_rGYYOM/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uYxHpgIzDj-u9bnHaSuiXZNAE_GWnUI5/view?usp=sharing


Objective or Content Learning Experiences Differentiation Consideration

Building Background Knowledge Through
The Berger Framework

Berger Framework: Frogs

Berger Framework: Bees

Berger Framework: Alba and the Ocean Cleanup

Standards Based Text Activities - tasks should
require metacognitive strategies.  Process of
thinking and building knowledge is visible in
learning.

After reading Bees, have students complete this recording sheet to tell about the life

of a bee. Students should use complete sentences and information from the text.

Performance Task - students should use both
written and verbal expression to complete
the task.

After reading A Log’s Life, use shared writing routines to create a class book that

features the interdependence of living things in a different habitat such as A

Saguaro’s Life set in the desert or A Driftwood’s Life set on a beach.

Recommended High Quality Complex Text By Lexile Band

Frogs (District provided)
In a Garden (District provided)
People and the Environment  (District provided)
From Caterpillar to Butterfly (District provided)
Bees (District provided)
Alba and the Ocean Cleanup (District provided)
Plants and the Environment (District provided)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ctaG4tfX-LU2iEjIrlsBlTZ6ccgdDdEt2W1F-2CSNec/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kQTjzqV9bZAa_WOP3OftYHtjm3Prj75JbO9Mqx_1mIs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1stbaytBs-mBCGb9RtwVMmYuDIAZV83Q6l7gFsTw_2JQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rVG1jy9B559Zmj5RsipoN7u1fphL969pssxQM1dSnkE/edit?usp=sharing

